ARAB INSTABILITY

Events in Oman had necessitated the retention there of
Sulaiman, so that when later he came to Dhufar it was on
a temporary visit to discuss future dispositions. A British
man-of-war brought an Ambassador of the Sultan, the
erring tribes were punished, and their leaders abased; it
was too late for restitution except that the old fort doorway
was returned to adorn the bigger and stronger government
fort to be built on the site of the old one, where it stands
to this day. Bakhit was installed as Governor. His old
master Sulaiman (who was himself to die by the hand of
an assassin in Oman soon afterwards) left with him this
message: 'If I hear that Bait Kathir have chosen a shaikh
amongst them and he lives, your head will be cut off.9
Bakhit did not falter. During his seven years of office the
ten ringleaders of the troubles were one by one quietly
despatched by slaves sent for the purpose. True, these
shaikhs had been granted a general amnesty by the Envoy
from Muscat, but that scarcely affected either party's
conscience, for where treachery is a habit of mind, men
are actuated by the stern necessities of the moment, not
by any principles of morality.

Instability is the chief characteristic of any regime in
tribal Arabia. It is inherent in the Arab genius, and
springs from the preponderating part played by per-
sonalities and the relative unimportance of the machine.
Where the strong personality is of the government or is
well disposed to government all will be well. Where
stronger men are without, trouble lurks. Thus when in
the course of time Bakhit's rule was replaced by that of
'Abdullah bin Sulaiman, a free man of weak character,
the prestige of government declined and the tribes ceased
to pay their dues. They despised the new Wall for his